
 
Commission call out for Somerset theatre makers 

 
Somerset Emergency Theatre 

 
 
 
 
 
Wassail is Somerset’s theatre company.  ‘Wassail’ literally means “good health”, from 
the Old English word was hál.  It is also evocative of cultural traditions in the south west 
of England and, in particular, Somerset. 
 
Our mission is to use theatre as a catalyst for creating healthy, culturally connected 
communities. 
 
We are offering commissions for Somerset-based theatre makers to contribute to 
develop ideas for new work now. 
 
Somerset Emergency Theatre: what’s that? 
Somerset Emergency Theatre is a programme of activity designed to ensure artists and 
audiences in Somerset can survive lockdown.  
 
Alternative Endings: what are we looking for? 
Wassail and Richard Crowe are working together to offer this commission.  We are 
looking for six theatre makers to collaborate on a collective script in response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic in Somerset.  This is a script writing commission, but you don’t 
have to be an established writer to be part of it: you might be a deviser or create work in 
another way. 
 
Starting with news from Wuhan of the first death from C19 in January 2020, each 
contributor will produce one ‘act’ of five short scenes (max 20 minutes running time), 
charting the impact of the virus on the culture and consciousness of Somerset.  A sixth 
scene (an epilogue if you like), set five years from the end of lockdown in an ‘imagined 
future’, will explore ways in which the virus might affect societal and political change in 
the UK.  What will ‘the new normal’ look like (max 5 minutes running time)? 
 
You will be asked to address this through the eyes of an imagined ‘household’ of your 
choosing.  A ‘household’ being any group of people (four, maximum, to allow for some 
generational spread) who find themselves in lock down together (family members, 
students, friends, residents in care homes and so on).  Some will have direct experience 
of the virus, others almost no experience at all.  
 
The final play will be developed through a series of weekly online script meetings 
(Zoom) facilitated by Richard Crowe, who will act as editor of the piece. 
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In the first instance we’ll present the collated piece as a scratch/rehearsed reading 
presentation as part of Theatre Night Digital Edition in October/November 2020. 
 
From there, as and when current restrictions are lifted we’ll look for funding and 
opportunities to create a stage production of the show to tour Somerset. 
 
Who’s it for? 
This commission is for professional theatre-makers based in Somerset, North Somerset 
or Bath & North East Somerset. You might be an independent theatre maker, or part of 
a company or collective at any stage of your professional career. 
 
Your proposal 
We’d like you to submit a simple response to the brief, outlining: the ‘household’ (real, 
imagined or a bit of both) you would like to write about, the characters in lockdown 
there, the key events that affect them/they respond to and something of your vision for 
the ‘imagined future’ (maximum 2 sides of A4).  We don’t expect you to have everything 
worked out in advance or, indeed, to stick to your initial submission. The story, like the 
situation, will develop and change. 
 
We’d also like to know something of what you’ve done before as a theatre-maker. Not a 
CV as such, just a paragraph or two. For us, the choice isn’t going to be so much about 
experience as about good matches, the ability to work collaboratively, and great ideas. 
 
Development and delivery 
We envisage the project being developed between June and September 2020 with a 
‘working draft’ of the whole play produced by 30th September 2020 (subject to change 
according to the progress of the virus and lock down). 
 
Deadline and decisions 
Deadline: Monday 1 June.  We’ll let you know by Monday 8 June. 
 
Fee 
£1,200 inclusive. 
 
How to apply 
Please send your proposal and outline of experience as a theatre-maker to 
wasson@wassailtheatre.co.uk by 12noon on Monday 1 June.  If you’d like to talk 
through this commission or your ideas before you apply please let us know and we’ll 
arrange a chat. 
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